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Welcome to  
Theophilus� 
Quest 

 
 
�

�

Theophilus� Quest is an attempt to convey the basics of Christianity in a 
simple and straight-forward way.  Drawing upon the imagery from one of 
Jesus� parables (Luke 15:11-24  Pleeease take the time to read the 
story) � I think we are all prodigals who have taken our  inheritance and 
wandered from home in an attempt to find our own way in life.  We are 
all co-travellers walking the same road that has its origin and its 
destination in God, our heavenly Father and Creator.  Some of us are 
still journeying away from home; others are at that in-between place of 
turning; and still others of us are making our way back to our heavenly 
Father�s welcoming embrace.   
 
Wherever we are on life�s journey, we need wise guides and true 
companions.  I hope that Theo helps you on your way � 
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Stephen Wilson (2005) 
stevew@thepoint.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dedicated to my fellow prodigals at The Point Church �  
thanks for sharing the journey and making a rough road a little smoother! 



Would you care to think about and describe your life-journey so far? 
I wonder where you would place yourself on life�s road at this point in time, 
especially in relation to God?  Where to next?   
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use this timeline to map the significant things and events in your journey � the good and the not-so-g ood�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life is a 
journey � 

Where to  
from here? 



Theophilus� 
Quest will take 
us through 
seven stages 
of discovery 

 
 
Stage 1  Is God For Real 
   Some of us have been away from home for so long that 
   we have forgotten where we came from! 
 

Stage 2  The Bible: Postcards from Home 
   Our Father has never given up on loving us and  
   reminding us of our true identity! 
 

Stage 3  Who Is Jesus? 
   We have wandered so far and for so long ... we are  
   hopelessly lost and we need a rescuer! 
 

Stage 4  I�m OK � Well, Not Really! 
   The journey away from home � if we live an illusion  long 
   enough it begins to feel like reality! 
 

Stage 5  We Needed Some Good News! 
   Learning life�s hard lesson about our own powerlessness 
   and accepting our need for grace leads us to freedom!  
 

Stage 6  Turning and Returning 
   � and the prodigal came to himself and resolved to  
   return to his Father to beg for his forgiveness. 
 

Stage 7  The Journey Home 
   � while the prodigal was still a long way off, his Father 
   saw him and felt compassion, ran to him and embraced 
   him � let us celebrate for my child was dead, an d is alive 
   again!   



Finding our 
way around 
the Bible 

 
 
Theo will sometimes refer to something said in the Bible.  The 
Bible is regarded by Christians to be the word of God � our 
�street directory� for understanding and navigating  life�s journey 
back to our Father.   
 
Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your law.  I am but a 
foreigner here on earth, I need the guidance of your commands � You 
made me; You created me.  Now give me the sense to follow your word  
(Psalm 119:18-19, 73) 
 
If you are not familiar with the Bible, these tips may be helpful: 
  
The Bible is divided into books (the Bible is actually a library of 
66 books sorted into two parts:  the Old Testament � the first 39 
books, beginning with creation and following the history of Israel 
to about 400 BC; and the New Testament � the next 2 7 books, 
beginning with the birth of Jesus Christ through to the 
development of Jesus� church to about 100 AD).  Each book is 
divided into chapters and verses.  This arrangement makes it 
easier to find specific parts of the Bible.   
  
Bible references are usually stated this way:  Name of the book, 
followed by a chapter number, followed by the number of a 
verse (or verses). 
  
For example:  Genesis 1:1-2 refers to the book called Genesis, 
chapter one, verses one and two.  It becomes easy with a little 
practise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Theophilus� 
Quest:  
Discovery 
Stage One 

 
 
Much about life is puzzling � especially the most i mportant things such as our 
purpose in life and our relationships with others.  How did we get here?  Why are 
we here?  Why do things often seem unclear or not as they ought to be?  Putting 
the pieces together is seldom easy.  Hopefully, joining Theo on his quest to 
explore the basics of Christianity will help you on your own journey in life � 
 
 
 
 

  Is God for real? 
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By accident or 
by design? 

 
 
 
In modern times, there have been many arguments made both 
for and against the existence of God.  Some are very technical, 
and some are very philosophical.  Most are very confusing!  The 
real issue, however, boils down to this one simple question:   
�Is our world (including you) purely an accident, or is it the 
product of intelligent and purposeful design?�  
 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
His hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge (Psalm 19:1-2) . . . For since the creation of the 
world God�s invisible qualities � His eternal power  and divine nature � 
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 
that men are without excuse (Romans 1:20) 
 
 

Isaac Newton believed in the existence 
of a Creator God and, predictably, it was 
a point of friction between him and some 
of his scientist peers.  A story goes that 
Newton made and displayed on his desk 
a working model of our solar system 
where the planets revolved around the 
sun with the turn of a handle.  When one 
of Newton�s fellow scientists spotted it 
for the first time, he wanted to 
compliment its creator.  Newton said it 
had none.  The friend became indignant, 
thinking he was being played for a fool.  
�Of course somebody had to have made 
it � this sort of thing doesn�t just happen 
by chance!�  Newton smiled and noted 
that his friend would not accept that the 
toy model was without an intelligent 
maker, but had no trouble insisting that 
the real thing, being much more 
complex in design and function, had no 
intelligent maker � it simply  �happened 
by accident�!   



What sort of gambler are you? 
Most of us have thrown a dice.  The 
odds of getting a six first throw is 1 in 
6.  The odds of getting another six on 
the second throw is 1 in 36; of getting 
another six on the third throw is 1 in 
216; in four throws it is 1 in 1,296; in 
five throws � well, it is so unlikely [1 in 
7,776] that we would probably be 
accused of cheating if we pulled it off! 
  
Jumping out of an aeroplane at 3,000 
metres without a parachute would be 
considered extremely foolish by most 
of us, even though it is estimated that 
a person has a 1 in 6,000,000 chance 
of survival. 
  
A renowned scientist named DuNouy 
estimated that the chance formulation 
of a typical protein molecule (the basic 
building block of life) is in the order of 
1 in 2.02 X 10 with 231 zeros after it, 
or practically nil.  Possible?  Well, yes  
. . . theoretically.  Likely?  Not very! 
 

Remember, we�re not getting side-
tracked with discussion about 
�processes� here.  This is not about 
macro evolution or any other theory 
attempting to explain how life may or 
may not have developed over time 
since the beginning (all of which may 
be interesting, but it has little to do with 
the issue of God�s existence).  Our 
question is much bigger than that:  
Where did the world (matter) and life 
come from in the first place?  We know 
the world exists.  We know nothing 
comes from nothing.  How do we 
explain its existence?     

  
Based upon reality and your own experiences of life, which would 
seem to be the more reasonable explanation for the existence of our 
world � of life � of you and me? 
 

• It is purposefully and intelligently made and sustained 
• It arose out of nothing without cause and continues to 

function by chance 
 
It�s not �rocket science�, it�s just plain old common sense! 



OK.  The 
universe 
couldn’t have 
just happened  
… but where 
did God come 
from? 

 
 
 
 
 
That’s a good question!  
  
And the answer is simple: God always has been and a lways will be!  This may 
seem to be a convenient assertion at first (if all else fails, invent a God to fill the 
gaps!) but you need to stay with Theo to explore that tho ught a little further …  
  
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (the following concepts are adapted from Edwin A. Abbott’s story, “Flatland”)  

 
 
 
 
 


